
Pastor Steve Stephens, 

their wonderful church 

members and the Arkan-

sas Nail Benders they 

moved into the new 

building in June.   Annual 

Meeting.... Our Annual 

Meeting will be held at 

the South Side Baptist 

Church, October 12, 

2009. Facebook.... Are 

you on Facebook?   I'm 

amazed at how many 

connections are made 

through this tool. We just 

created the Faulkner 

Baptist  Associat ion 

group.   And would love 

for you to join and keep 

in touch.     By the way, 

my family and I are now 

proud residents of Con-

way and Faulkner 

county.   I can't thank the 

Association enough for 

allowing me to commute 

from Cabot  this past 

year.   We moved into 

our new home July 2nd 

in the Krooked Kreek 

neighborhood of Con-

way.  My wife Carla will 

be teaching at Westside 

Elementary in Green-

brier, where Hope will 

be in the 3rd grade.  

Forerunner : one who 

proclaims or announces 

the coming or arrival of a 

notable event.   It has 

been a great summer so 

far and I've got so much 

on my mind that I want 

to tell you about, so 

hang on to your seat, 

here I go: Cold Springs 

Retreat .... Have you 

been out to Cold Springs 

lately?   You might not 

recognize the place.   

There have been some 

nice changes this spring 

and summer. The main 

buildings have a differ-

ent look.   Thanks to 

Bobby's Painting and 

Sherwin Williams we 

have nice new painted 

dining hall, dorms, etc.   

Thanks to the Youth 

Camp Construction 

teams we have a new 

storage building, park 

benches, a painted pool 

house and a cleared 

area where the old 

"Corn Crib" once stood. 

Read more on page 2 

about our Youth and 

Children's Camps this 

summer. Great things 

are happening at Cold 

Springs and we've just 

gotten started! Kansas 

Partnership ....  We've 

now made several mis-

sion trips  to the Wichita, 

Kansas area.  Second 

Baptist has been in a 

partnership for a while 

and has had a couple of 

great weeks there this 

summer. Wooster and 

South Side had two pro-

ductive weeks as well.   

Wooster helped to sur-

vey and conduct a block 

party in Kingman, Kan-

sas.  South Side went 

August 4-8 to Wichita 

and met with our mis-

sionary representing the 

Kingman area. Pray for a 

Pastor to move to the 

field in Kingman so that 

a church may be estab-

lished there. New Pas-

tors and Staff.... We are 

blessed to welcome new 

pastors and staff to our 

association (see a list on 

page 4).   Also pray for 

our pastorless churches  

at this time: Emmanuel, 

Mayflower, Pickles Gap, 

Trinity. South Side Bap-

tist Church.... What a 

celebration we had July 

17-19 at South Side Bap-

tist Church  in Damascus! 

May 2, 2008 saw the total 

destruction of the church 

facilities by a tornado. 

God closed one door to 

open a greater door for 

the church. Thanks to 
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Hannah will be a Junior 

at Greenbrier High 

School and Haley will be 

a freshman at UCA. And I 

am overjoyed at being 

back home in the great-

est place to live, Faulk-

ner County, Arkansas! 

Whew! There's a lot 

more but, I've got work 

to do....hope to see you 

in your church soon!  



The 2009 Childrenõs Camp 

was great!  The continuing 

renovations and improve-

ments have already made 

Cold Springs more appeal-

ing to many churches.  This 

year all possible facilities 

were packed and we even 

had some campers sleep-

ing on cots.  Spoken 4 lead 

dynamic kid focused, 

Christ centered worship 

and Matt Pryor provided a 

week of powerful messages 

culminating in many chil-

dren accepting Christ as 

their Savior and many oth-

ers seeking an enhanced 

walk with God.  Thank you 

to the Pilgrims, our Asso-

ciational Staff, Mr. Turner, 

our many kitchen volun-

teers, Bible study teachers: 

Matt Bradley & Miranda 

Davis, the craft leaders, the 

individual church sponsors, 

and the many other folks 

who helped to make this 

yearõs camp a success. 
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 It took everyone working together to make Youth 

Week 09 a success. This yearõs camp was a huge chal-

lenge with 208 total campers. Fifteen churches  partici-

pated in this yearõs  youth camp. The facilities were 

completely full with some of the workers having to stay 

the night at home or in hotels, which Iõm sure they did-

nõt complain about. Cots had to be brought in so that 

there would be enough beds for the students. With 

sleeping arrangements maxed out and bunches of kids 

to feed it truly took a team to help make the camp a 

success. Beginning a year earlier a team of Mark Co-

thren (Crosspoint), Chad Denmon (Friendship), Steve 

Farrior (Friendship), David McFerron (Mount Vernon), 

Larry White, and myself began planning. It took a team 

effort and many more helped during camp. Adults 

stepped up to lead teams of students, teach classes, 

drive vans, and work hard all week. Virgil and Helen 

had the camp looking beautiful. Volunteers worked 

hard cooking and serving meals. Also much work was 

done by the associationõs three summer missionaries 

Sara, Haley, and Nikki with other college students Bar-

rie OõBannon and Chris Atkinson who volunteered as 

staff for the week. These college students led teams of 

teenagers, taught, and helped all week long. A big 

thank you needs to go out to all who worked so hard on 

youth week. It would not have been possible without 

so many working together.  

The theme for the week was òThe Opposite Wayó. The 

students were challenged to live the opposite way like 

Christ. They were challenged to serve. They learned 

about service through Bible Studies and their quiet 

times in the devotional book òA Call To Dieó. Each 

evening they were challenged with great messages 

from speaker Jason Curry and were led in amazing 

times of worship by Two Empty Chairs. Not only did 

the students learn to serve, but they were given oppor-

tunities to serve as on Thursday crews went out all over 

Conway taking on specific service projects. Crews 

went to Conway Human Development Center, Salem 

Place Nursing Home, Heritage Nursing Home, and 

Greenbrier Nursing Home to sing, perform sign lan-

guage, perform dramas, and to visit with the residents. 

Crews went to 5 th Avenue Park and Gatlin Park in Con-

way and led Backyard Bible Clubs. Crews offered free 

car washes at Second Baptist in Conway and Pickles 

Gap. Other crews did construction projects at the 

camp. The Lord blessed Youth Week as 15 students 

were saved and over 30 students rededicated their life 

to Christ.      ñ Jake McCandless 

Youth service projects included enclosing a storage 

shed at Cold Springs as well as free car washes at 

Pickles Gap and Conway Second.  
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The Lord has done more than 

any of us could have thought 

or imagined. 

òIt was humbling to look back 

and see all the things that 

could not have happened 

without Godõs hand in it,ó he 

says. òIt is amazing how 

things came together.ó 

Steve Stephens, Pastor 

New and improved:   South Side Church  
July 19 was an emotional day for members of South Side Church of Bee Branch near 

Damascus. More than 400 people attended the dedication of South Side Churchõs 

new building. The new 28,000 -square-foot structure includes a large worship cen-

ter, educational space and fellowship hall. South Sideõs original building was de-

molished when an EF -3 tornado roared through the area May 2, 2008. The church 

was in the midst of a renovation when the tornado hit. The churchõs parsonage was 

also destroyed. The dedication weekendõs activities included a free concert and 

open house in addition to the Sunday morning dedication service.  

       
 

WHAT: Worship is a community of college stu-
dents who have  the desire to know God on a deeper level.  
Our goal  is to connect a generation of college stu-
dents to our  Lord through worship, The Word, and 
prayer. 

WHERE: Conway Second Baptist Student Center at 
corner of   Dave Ward & Farris--behind First 
State Bank   (entrance on Farris). 

WHEN: 7:30 pm Thursdays, starting August 27th 

 WORSHIP is sponsored by the college ministries 
of Central Baptist Church, Conway First Baptist Church, 
Conway Second Baptist, Woodland Heights Baptist Church 
and Baptist Collegiate Ministry.  We invite all the college 
students in the Faulkner County area to join us! 

  

 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE! 

The members of South Side Baptist Church would like to say thank you to EVERYONE who 
helped us in EVERY way during our time of need after the tornado that destroyed our church, 
fellowship hall, and parsonage on May 2, 2008.  Your prayers, donations, labor, and love 
have meant more to us than you will ever know.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks!  Most 
importantly, we would like to praise and thank our Heavenly Father for the indescribable 
blessings he has showered upon us.  May the name of Jesus always be praised at South Side 
Baptist Church. 


